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One Page and Ten Years

It is unfathomable to me that an entire decade has passed since the first One Page Dungeon Contest hap-
pened. That means it’s been even longer since the One Page Dungeon idea burst upon the then-unsuspecting 
OSR blogosphere. I’m sure someone in charge of Chrono-Temporal Timestream Management has made 
a terrible error. But then again, my brain still insists the ‘90s ended only a handful of years ago. Denial is a 
wonderful, yet terrible thing.

For those of you who weren’t around in those heady days of the OSR blogosphere, the One Page Dungeon 
came about when Sham AKA Dave, the author behind the now defunct Sham’s Grog and Blog blog, de-
scribed an idea he had to detail his dungeon. The notion was to fit everything he needed for a dungeon level 
inside a 30 x 30 square grid accompanied by the tables, encounter keys, and other information and fit it all 
on a single piece of paper. The plan was to break away from the often-bloated dungeon descriptions found 
in commercially published modules going back at least to the early ‘80s. The OSR movement, after all, was 
centered on getting back to the roots of the hobby, and the original dungeon modules packed a bunch of 
cool stuff in a minimum amount of page count.

After Sham posted about his ambitious scheme, Michael “Chigowiz” Shorten jumped on the idea, offering 
up his own Open Office template for Sham and others to use. I stumbled onto Sham’s original post and in-
stantly fell in love with the idea. I grabbed Chigowiz’s template and went to town. The result ended up being 
the first quadrant of Stonehell Dungeon and an OSR dungeon legend was born. Not too long after Stonehell 
began, the first One Page Dungeon Contest was held, leading us to where we are today.

The OSR blogosphere isn’t what it used to be. Technologies change, the blog bubble seems to have burst, and 
people have drifted away. Some left to pursue other interests, while others felt driven out. That’s an unfor-
tunate but inevitable occurrence anytime you get passionate, creative people together. But while the glory 
days of the Old School blogs may have passed, a great many of the ideas and creations birthed in that witch’s 
cauldron of inspiration endure. The fact that the One Page Dungeon Contest has outlived its creators in 
some ways is a confirmation of its importance. When an idea endures after its creators have moved on, that 
indicates it was a great one. 

I owe a tremendous debt to both Sham and Michael. Without the original One Page Dungeon concept,  
Stonehell Dungeon would never have been written. Even if I had, I don’t think it’d be as successful as it be-
came. People are still buying the Stonehell books at a steady clip. I’ve often credited Stonehell as the com-
panion work to The Dungeon Alphabet, another book that relies on creativity and brevity, and without The 
Dungeon Alphabet, I wouldn’t now be working in the RPG industry full time. I truthfully owe my career to 
the One Page Dungeon’s simple design methodology.

The One Page Dungeon is a fantastic teaching tool, a way to strip down your ideas to their bare bones and 
inject them into other people’s imaginations like high octane creative fuel. Working within the confines of 
the OPD helps you focus on what’s important and builds design muscles that 50k word splat books never 
could. In the pages ahead, you’re sure to find some wonderful, imaginative, off-the-wall, and astounding 
dungeons, ready to be dropped into your campaign with a modicum of effort and a minimum of reading. 
Pay close attention to the names of those who’ve submitted dungeons too. You’ll likely be seeing bigger and 
better things from at least a few of those designers in the years to come. 
You can brag you read about them first here.

--Michael Curtis 



Entries are ordered by number of points awarded by the judges. 

“Town of Rydell” by Jmar  (80 Points)
(Best Overall One Page Dungeon)

 “Rampaging Robot” by Karl Stjernberg  (76 Points)
“Beneath the Nameless Towers of the Kremlin” by Roger SG Sorolla (70 Points)

“Bartizan of the Blood Egg” by Max White (60 Points)
“Vault of the Witch-Queen”  by Noah Lloyd and Matt Ryan (57 Points)

“The Mage in his Tower” by Spaghetti Quester (57 Points)
“Flight of the Moon Beetles” by Bodie Hartley (56 Points)

“Akhronoton” by Anton L.C. (55 Points)
“One Page: A Dungeon” by Steve Kilian (54 Points)

“Morinoux’s Prison” by Connor Roberson (52 Points)
“River Gorge Gauntlet” by JD Thornton (50 Points)

“Ascent of the Robot God” by John Love and Matthew “OgreBeef ” Seagle (49 Points)
“Frankenstein Leviathan” by Benji Dike (48 Points)
“Wastes of the Rhinofolk” by Glynn Seal (45 Points)

“Elf-Bane” by Scott Marcley (44 Points)
“Secrets of the Menhirs” by Chris Walton (41 Points)

“Wage Slaves of the Principality” by Aaron A. Reed (40 Points)
“The Tower of the Silent God” by Daniel Comerci  (39 Points)

“Don’t Wake the Dragon!” by Simon Forster (34 Points)
“Escape from New Goblin City” by Brother Juniper (31 Points)

“The Chasm of Coalhaven” by Ben Chaplin (30 Points)
“Quest for the Murder Sword” by Johan Nohr (Stockholm Kartell) (30 Points)

“The Colony” by Ned Hugar (29 Points)
“The Nether-Beasts of Ruby Pearl Island” by Carl Niblaeus (Stockholm Kartell) (29 Points)

“Assault on Mordak’s Palace” by Keith Echevarria (29 Points)
“Shannon, the Gold Dragon” by Rose Szabo and Tamora Raze (28 Points)

“Infestation” by Seth Paxton (27 Points)
“The Clocktower” by Hamish McIntyre and Elphia H-V (27 Points)



 
Entries are ordered by number of points awarded by the judges. 

“The Fortress of Turby” by Aaron Thompson and Kelly Ellerbrook (26 Points) 

“The Abandoned Plane” by Sadhbh Brennan (25 Points)

“We’re All Trapped in this Cave Together” by Rebecca S. (24 Points)

“Silks and Subterfuge” by Matthew H, Sylvia G, and Katie L. (24 Points)

“Salt of the Earth” by Kezle (24 Points)

“The Mollusk of Madness” by Patrick Kelly and Ian Andrews (22 Points)

“The Pyramid Scheme” by Mike O’Regan (21 Points)

“The Dragon’s Lantern” by Vance Atkins (21 Points)

“In the Cradle of the Reborn God” by Chris Hall (20 Points)

“What is in That Large, Abandoned, and Decrepit Building?” by Michael Raston (20 Points)

“The Chrono-Labyrinth of the Shattered Aeon” by Michael Wenman (17 Points)

“Crimson Rock Prison” by Stuart Kehoe (17 Points)

“Light of the Lifeless” by Wilmer Dahl (17 Points)

“The Stitcher in the Woods” by Travis Cook and Bryan Wuest (16 Points)

“Duchess/ Lichess” by Idiomdrottning (16 Points)

“Mount Zorgoth” by Nate Treme (16 Points)

“The Green King’s War” by theinfamousmrmeow (15 Points)

“Timmy (My Cat) Fell in the Well” by GM Lily (15 Points)

“Rat at Will” by André Bogaz and Camila Morais  (15 Points)

“Sinkhole of the Spider Cult” by Andre Lindenfelser (14 Points)

“Golem Like you See ‘em” by Jennevieve Schlemmer (14 Points)

“The Circadian Tower” by Johnathan Castle and Matt Henderson (13 Points)

“Flying Offerings” by Marco Conti (13 Points)

“Lost in the Coldbless Caves” by Gregorious21778 (13 Points)

“Dorgotar Dungeon” by Daniel Walthall (Up-Voted by Special Judge)

“Lost Lair of Lorthain Shaar” by Jeremy DS Marshall (Michael Prescott Cartography prize) 

“Siege of Keramere” by Robert Standridge Jr. (Luka Rejec Art prize)



Judges had a limited amount of points to assign, and each of the 
following entries were given points by one or more judges. 

“I Know I Came in Here for a Reason!” by James Hirst

“The Seaglass Isle” by Harrison Swift

“The Mad Conjurer’s Tomb” by Alan MacPherson

“The One That Got Away” by Stephen Thompson

“Ancient Emerald Eyes” by Irvin Morales Esqueda

“The Tomb of the Donkey God” by Carlos Pascual Torres

“A Secret Beyond the Sewers” by Mobralrox

“The Abbey of St. Wilk” by Christian Sahlén (Stockholm Kartell)

“Gullet of the Rust Demon” by Dan D.

“A Monster in the Mines” by Brian Kopleck

“The Scinn” by Spencer Hudson and Devin Carey

“The Cliffs of Sorrow” by Caroline Berg

“Adressed to M. Bova” by Brad Fiore

“Lina (9), Hendrik (7), and Joaquín (5) Wrote another Dungeon” 

by Herr Zinnling, Lina, Hendrik, and Joaquín.

“Bungeon of Fear” by Kosmic Dungeon

“The Green Colossus” by Pasquale Camuso

“Stuck in the MUD” by Dan Wesely

Congratulations to the winners of the 2018 “Tenth Anniversary” One Page Dungeon Contest!

Thanks to all of the creators who participated this year. It was a great 
mix of familiar friends and folks brand new to the contest.

Thanks to everyone who blogged, tweeted, reddit posted, and spread the word through
other means to make this the biggest One Page Dungeon Contest yet.

Finally, thanks to the judges for their hard work, and for everyone’s patience as they read 
through and ranked this unprecedented number of entries.
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